Origins of the Edgerton Fire Department

In the 1800s across the country, if there was a fire in a rural town or village there was no fire
department to call. Neighbors and citizens would help by creating a “bucket brigade” to pass buckets of
water by hand to each other along a line and at the end of the line the water in the bucket was then
thrown on the fire.

Edgerton, Wisconsin, had its share of fires. On February 21, 1867, half of downtown Edgerton along
Front Street (now known as Fulton Street) was destroyed by fire. Eight buildings were destroyed, and 18
businesses and 4 families were displaced.
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1883

Edgerton incorporated as a city in 1883 and had no fire department yet. A number of fires occurred
during the early years as a City that prompted discussion on the need for a fire department with engines
and other equipment, however the city was slow to take action.

On August 21, 1883, a major fire destroyed one building and damaged several others all in a row in
downtown Edgerton (known as the Croft Hall fire). In the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter newspaper
(now known as the Edgerton Reporter), the editor noted that cost of the damage would pay for and
equip a good fire apparatus. It raised the question of whether or not Edgerton should consider
purchasing a steam fire engine.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter - August 24, 1683
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In October of 1883 there was a citizens meeting to discuss the report of a committee that investigated
procurement of a fire engine. There were only about a dozen people present, and though most seemed
in favor of procuring a fire engine, no definite action was taken. The city council met later that evening
and there was a motion to levy a tax of $2,000 for the purpose of procuring a fire engine but it was not
seconded and the council adjourned “without anything being done, except some rambling talk on the
subject. The indications are that the people of Edgerton will not invest in a fire apparatus at present. ”
(Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, October 12, 1883).

Wisconsin Tobaceo Reporter — October 12, 1883
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About a month later on November 6, 1883, there was a special election to raise $2000 by taxes for the
purchase of fire apparatus. The newspaper encouraged people to vote for it. The ballot actually had two
questions: 1) to raise $2,000 by tax to organize and equip a fire department, and 2) to issue bonds in
the amount of $2,000 for the purpose of organizing and equipping a fire department. The voter turnout
was exceedingly light, and there was some confusion about whether the city wanted a vote on one or
the other option, or if the city was really trying to raise a total of $4,000. The newspaper reported that
“The whole matter appears to be in something of a muddle, but we trust nothing serious will result to
prevent the purchase of the apparatus.” (Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, November 9, 1883).

Wisconsin Tobaceo Reporter — November 2, 1883
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Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — November 2, 1883 Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — November 9, 1883
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Even though both propositions in the November 6, 1883 election were voted for, there was no action
taken. In mid-December the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter learned that the city treasurer was not
collecting the $2,000 tax approved in the November election and they didn’t know why. (Wisconsin
Tobacco Reporter, December 21, 1883)

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — December 21, 1883
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1884

The following spring, the question of a bond to raise $2,000 for the purpose of organizing and equipping
a fire department was again put to the voters in the election on April 2, 1884. A light turnout of only
270 people voted on a dreary rainy day and this question was voted down by four votes (113 to 109).

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — April 4, 1884
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The Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter had encouraged citizens to vote for it in the March 28, 1884 issue,
stating “That a town which has in store upward of $300,000 worth of tobacco, not to mention the other
valuable property, ought to have some protection against fire, seems too self evident to need any
argument to support the assertion.”

Wisconsin Tobaceo Reporter — March 28 1884
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After the vote lost, The Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter’s editorial comment in in the April 4, 1884, issue
was “Perhaps after all, Edgerton doesn’t need any fire department. But let a fire sweep over us and
there is a chance for a change of sentiment.”

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — April 4, 1884
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It may be worth noting that on April 25, 1884, the city council levied a highway tax to be spent on
improving the streets and highways leading to town. Perhaps if the citizens knew that was coming they
didn’t also want to pay for a fire engine in the same year.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — April 25, 1884
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The lack of support for a fire department was noticed by the neighboring city of Janesville. In the April
18, 1884, issue of the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, an editorial from the Janesville Times was printed,
stating “The neighboring city of Edgerton voted down a proposition to issue bonds for a fire engine, by
four majority. Clearly the city of Edgerton doesn’t intend to be caught with metropolitan ideas if she
knows herself. Still we should suppose that a fire engine was among the necessities.”

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — April 18, 1884
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In the June 27, 1884 issue of the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, it was noted that “Evansville has a new
Steam fire engine and is happy. The late fire has brought about a great change of opinion on the engine
guestion. Edgerton will some day think different about it.” It appears that envy, pride, or competiveness
were being used to prod Edgerton to purchase a fire engine.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — June 27, 1884
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On October 30, 1884, a fire destroyed the Edgerton jail, and a confined person died in the fire. The
Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter published an editorial comment from the Janesville Gazette in the
October 31, 1884 issue, “The people of the city of Edgerton having lost their jail by fire, being compelled
to look on and see the fire destroy the entire building in which a half witted person was confined, and
who perished, will now revive the discussion of procuring some kind of a machine to extinguish fires,
and if it does not end in talk, similar to a previous agitation of the same subject, they will provide
themselves with something better than hand grenades to fight the flames.”

Wisconsin Tobacco chorl,or October 31, 1884
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1885

Throughout 1885, actions started being taken towards the creation of a fire department.

In February, 1885, members of the Edgerton Athletic Association organized a private fire company with
a membership of between 40 and 50. The Athletic Association had only been created the month before.

The following officers were elected:

- President - C.R. Bentley

- Secretary - Nelson Taylor

- Foreman - Alex Van Praag

- 1t Assistant - Chas. Whitcomb
- 2" Assistant - P.C. Brown

The company called upon the City for ladders, pails, hooks, etc., so they would be able to respond to a
fire. Again, the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter called upon the citizens to support and encourage the
new fire company, adding “which the town sadly stands in need of.” (Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter,
February 20, 1885)

Wisconsin Tobaceo Reporter - February 20, 1883
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A third election was held on April 7, 1885, to authorize the City of Edgerton to establish a fire
department. The Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter wrote a lengthy editorial encouraging citizens to vote
for it, stating “the prosperity of Edgerton is largely due to the tobacco trade” and that “tobacco dealers
often complain that our town grants no protection against fire, and insurance rates are exhorbitant.” It
raised the question of what would happen to Edgerton if the tobacco trade left town, painting a pretty
dire picture—property values would drop, income would drop, and businesses would have to close up

shop.
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The results of the April 1885 election were overwhelmingly in support of a fire engine with 268 in favor
and 43 against.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — April 10, 1885
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At the city council meeting a week later on April 14, 1885, the members listened to a presentation on
fire engines, but no other action was taken towards forming a fire department.
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In June, 1885, the City Council voted to raise money by bonds for building a city hall and the purchase of
a fire engine, and a fourth (and final) election was held on July 9, 1885, to vote for a fire department,
along with a city hall. “In order to dispel any doubt that might arise upon previous proceedings it was
thought best that another election be held, result carried out strictly, according to law” (Wisconsin
Tobacco Reporter, July 3, 1885). The bonds were a total of $7,000, with $4,000 to be used to organize
and equip a fire department--including the purchase of a fire engine--and $3,000 to be used to erect a
building that would house City Hall as well as an engine house and jail.

Wisconsin Tobaceo Reporter — June 19, 1885

The city council met in adjourned

on Monday evening and allowed
several bills. The apecifications and
contract for the new bridges was
a ved. 'The application for a
ps))mmclst license Willson Bros.
was also granted. The council voted
to raise money by bonding the ¢ity, for
building & city hall and the purehase
of 4 fire engine.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — July 3, 1885

T ron & notige published clewhere
Lit wil bie observed that the eity cotueil
s ovdered & spedial election, upon
the guestion of five department, ¢ity
Dl cete. o To o order to dispél sny
Cdoubt thit might arise upsn previous
proceedings it wes thouirht best that |
lanother election be hield, result cirried
Lout strictly, aceording o law. The
relection wilk oseenr next Thursday,
July 9th. The frieads of u tire depart-
anent oaght not w aliow the élection
im o Oy ‘default in not voting:

!
|
i
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in Tobaceo Reporter — July 3, 1885
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The Edgerton Fire Company that had formed in February, met on Friday July 31, 1885, and they
recommended to the city council that C. Wes. Burdick be named chief of the department. The company

continued to meet regularly on Friday evenings.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — August 7, 1885

—At a meeting of the Edgerton Fire
Cpmpany last Friday evening the
name of C. Wes. Burdick was recom-
mended to the city council as chief of
the departinent. The company will
ujcet every Friday qvening at 8 o’elock
1§ Chas. Bentley's warehouse.

Note: There are previous publications stating that George W. Price was the first fire chief in Edgerton in
1883. As you'll see here, there was no fire department until 1885 and C. Wes Burdick was named the
first chief of the privately organized fire company in 1885. You’ll see further on that Price was the first
chief of the “newly re-organized”, officially incorporated department in 1894. Read more about these

men in the chapter on Fire Chiefs.
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The “Constitution and By-laws of the Edgerton Fire Department” show that on August 14, 1885, a
meeting was held for the purpose of organizing a Fire Company, namely "The Edgerton Steam Fire
Engine Company No. 1”.

The following names were signed as Charter Members on August 14, 1885:

- C. Wes. Burdick, Chief

- E.E.Sherman, Foreman

- Phil Welch, 1% Assistant Foreman
- Alex VanPraag, 2™ Assistant Foreman
- L. N. Bushau, Secretary

- C.R.Bentley, Treasurer

- Wm. Morrisey, Engineer

- R.J.Connors, Fireman

- H.C.Burtt

- T.W. Clatworthy

- P.C.Brown

H. R. Lidicker
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— @ s —t—t |
' lﬂommon Council Proceedings, |
Council met Aug, 13th in ppecinl sos-

sion; memuvers ull present,

Ihe proposition submitted by the La
Fiance Engine Co, und Button  Engine
Cd, wore read, A memorial from the!
citizens of Edgerton, advoeating the |
prrchase of the LaFrmnde engine, wis
wlan vend A oomumunieation! from
Prince & Fiton wis prosented, read, and
lwid upon the table,  Ald, Dickinson,
chimirman of committe on firo depart |
ment, reported i fuvor of the parehin
of the Lid'ranee engive ahid outdiv ns per
texmos of the proposition, Al Prioe
wived that the Faporh ho o woeeeplod. |
ABL Diekivson, Kizer, Pvieo nml Mooy |
votod ayer Ald. Jeison wd Tyl votod :
oo, ARL Peive wovedd thit an ovder be
diwwn o fuvor of e TaFmnen Co. for |
RO, Tosis L vivtug of two hoso carts,
8250, which wis adopted, Akl Maoney
mavad that O, W, Burdick De appnntod
ahiaf of o dophetment e torie sading E
May Int, 188G errried, A petition of)!
(e depirtiment for reengnition wis re |
forved to committeo on fire depietment.
(fn](llll!il wljonrned,

|
|
|

The City Council approved Burdick as chief at their August 13, 1885, meeting, and approved the full list
of the 12 charter members at their August 17, 1885, meeting.

WETERENTEIES WNSASLFRAN F ALV,

Avg. ITth—Council met in special
niecting to consider the matter of butld- |
ing city hall, engine house and jail, and |
provide for water supply.  All members
present. A list of 10 pames, proposed
as ohaster members of the fire depart-
ment, was femdd, and on menticn of Al
Price, approved. A request of Tuylor &
Squires, axking permission to sink n well
and remove tie side walk i front of |
their warehouse, was presented and
granted. Al Kizer moved that the
conmmittee on bailding be requested to |
prepare plans for city hall, ete,, and re-
port at next meeting; motion adonted. |
Ald, Price moved that committee on |
fire department be instructed to make a |
survey from Culton's pond north to Ful- |
ton street. thence down Fulton to Main |
street; alo from the brick-yard pond |
along the south line of depot grounds to [
a point opposite Dickinson’s warehouse, |
and make estimates for water supply |
along said lines, and report at next
meeting.  The Council then adjourned.

e i
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In August of 1885, there were additional presentations and demonstrations of fire engines from
LaFrance and Prince & Eaton, including a side by side test of these two. The city alderman were torn
between the two. Leading citizens started a petition to purchase the LaFrance.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — August 7. 1885

- & Prince fire engine

il test Monday after-

PRI Th ngthiods

ead, built we believe with the
rbining the virtues of the

high priced engines in a machine that
is nearly ouve half cheaper. When
vevaa ng had been prepared for a
quick fire, the word . was given and
Znigtp‘.._aEp ed. -13 Ogverc‘uggm the
whistle was sounded and the pump
‘started. A 3 iﬁmuteu‘“h: was

thrown from 500 feet of hose. Tests
were made with 1,000 feet of hose, two
‘llneg#t,h_’ ! m_dat!%pobb_e_r;upjuﬂ metli-
ods in d_n's ne trials. As far as we are
able to judge the machine did fairly
well but there seems to be a variety of
opinions as to its merits among our
citizens. No one howeyer, expected
it to equal the workings of the stand-
ard enjgines. We are informied that a
La France engine has been sent from
the fa¢tory here and when it arrives a
' trial of that engine will be given, pro-

 bably sometime early next week.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — August 14, 1885

~-The five engine fest Letween the
LaFrance and Prince & FKatonenveines
lust Wednesday atternoon drew  gnite
a number from Swoughton aud Janes-
ville to witness the exhiintion of pow-
er between the two engines.  The La
France engine threw 1 ineh stream of |
water through 700 feet of b a tlis- |
tance of 193 feet and nlso threw watord
160 feet into the air, ss estimated by |
the Janesvillo tiremen.  The Prince & |

| Eaton  engine did remarkably  well,

throwing the smine sized stremn 150
icet. Everybody seented well pleased |
with the: LaFrance cngine and thins |
that the city can do wuo better in the
purchase of an engine. We are in- |
ormed that the aldermen can not vot |
((uite décide which engine to purchise, |
that some favor one thing and anothor
something else, while a majority are
in favor of buying the LaFrance, A
paper is being circulated among our
leading eitizens and those in  favor of
buying the LaFrauce engine are sign- i

ing their names.

It appears the City purchased the LaFrance engine as a year later at the August 9, 1886, City Council
meeting they approve to pay a bill for the LaFrance engine.

YT
lowod:

ollowioer

neconnts were ol

H. O. Linvedt, acksmithine.y S 30

J. Crittenden

Hehting lanps

N oo |

Wi Barues, streel work to 7th

mst.......

La France Engine Covi....

1! 1
N B

1750 1

On moting an order was drawn o
favor of WL AL Morrissey for seryice as
engineer ‘o the months of May., Jute
and July, 330,

On motiog of IWertaan Lawler, an
order was Jdraw 1 1 of Ald, Jen
<an for R 0l

Fhe counetl then adiourned

', H. DoweN, Clerk
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The Edgerton Fire Company responded to a fire on November 6, 1885. They had to wait for a team of
horses to be brought from a stable to pull the steam engine, then drive to a cistern for water, but the
streets to the cistern were almost impassable and they got stuck several times. The fire had completely
enveloped the building before it was noticed so the Fire Company likely wouldn’t have been able to save
much anyway. The newspaper noted “It is hardly to be expected that the fire company can make very
good time in getting out to a fire so long as the engine is kept in one place and hose carts, etc., in
another and the location continually being shifted, or until the cisterns are graded so that the engine
can get up to them.” Again, pushing the need for a full-fledged fire department.

i |
Shortly after. midnight Sunday
night the alarm of fire was sounded,
Cwitieh soon brought upon the streets a
good share of the residents of the town. |
" When the alarm was first given the
southern portion.of the town was lit |
up by the flames, which proceeded |
from a small unocenpred residence two
doors souch of the old Finney House.
The tire company rolled out the engine
and as soon as a team could be brougiit
fromt Brown’s stable, attempted to
reach the cistern locdted in that part
of town, but was stuek several times,
owing to the almost impassable con-
fition of several of the streets now
Deing eraded. Before water could be
throw the entire building was con-
sumed, in fact, was entirely enveloped |
in tlames before the fire was discover- |
wd by Jerry Crittenden, special night
watchman. | It is hardly to be expect-
ed that the fire company ecan make
very good time in getting out to = fire |
£o long as the engine is kept in one
place and hose carts, ete., .in another, |
and the location continually being
shifted, or until the cisterns are grad-
ed so that the engine can get up to|
them, The property destroyed was
owned by Mrs. S. A. Paliiter. ‘The
bullding was old and jabout to be mov-
ed away. The loss is mostly covered
by an insurance of $200 in the Rock-
ford Co. There is but little doubt but
the building was set on fire, being
vacant at the time. Elias Dawe, who
drove past the place late in the even-
ing, is certain that he saw lights' in
the building at that time. '
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By December, 1885, the new city hall building which would also house the fire department was
complete and the fire engine and hose carts were moved into the fire department. This building also had
three jail cells, and the second floor served as the police court room, city council room and city clerk’s
office. This building still stands today at 16 Burdick Street.

Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter — December 11, 1885

[=Fha eity hall building is 50 fur |
completed as to receive the fire cugine
ahil hose oarts, A new heater for sup-
p!y ne the engine boifer with wurm
waler has arvived and is now in work-
ink order, The lockup portion is fitted
with thiree cells built securely with
solid walls and fron doors.  Each also
contains iton bedsteads, 1t is iotend-
ed that the lockup will furnish as safe
and secure a repository foroffenders us
ig necessary.  The second story is ar-
ranged fora pelice ¢ourt room, City
clerk’s office and council room. Al
together the building is'an ornament
apd credit to the thwn.

A new fire alarm bell was purchased in January, 1886, and placed in the engine house tower, at a cost of
roughly $100. That bell still stands today, in front of the current fire station at 621 N. Main Street.

~The new fire alarin bell,which the

“'lye Common Councll met Monduy | olty has purchased to be placed iu the

evening nod sllowed miseellunoous | lengine house tower, has nrrlved.‘ It

bills to the amount of $200, A eom- weighs something oyor 500 pounds,

mivtee was appointed o purchase o and ean be heard anywhere in the
firg alarm bell, cost pot to exeued $100, oity.  The cost i8 & trifle over $100,

It took about two years to create but the City of Edgerton finally had a fire department by the end of
1885.

As was common at that time, the City of Edgerton owned the physical assets of the fire department,
such as the engines, ladders, hoses, and the station to hold them. The firefighters themselves were still
members of the private fire company.
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In addition to all the efforts by the editor of the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, Frederic William Coon, to
encourage the creation and support of a fire department, another resident who served on the City
Council was also a strong advocate for the new City Hall and Fire Department. His name was John
Murwin Kizer. His obituary in the May 20, 1921 issue of the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter recalled his
efforts to create a fire department, a cistern for water, and obtain an engine.

_

At the time Wm Bentley was the
mayor of this city, Mr. Kizer served
two terms on the city council. He
was one of the leaders in the move-
ment to build a city hall and organ-
ize a fire company in the city, and
thru his efforts mainly a engine was
secured, and the storage cistern es-
tablished for the protection of the
property against fire.
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1893-1894 Re-Organization

Eight years later, during 1893 and culminating on February 1, 1894, the Edgerton Fire Department was
reorganized “on a more substantial and permanent” basis (Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter, October 20,
1893).

On April 20, 1893, a committee of five members voted to draw up a new set of bylaws. The five elected
were Harry Toynton, Ben Springer, J.P. Mooney, George Ogden and George Green. The new bylaws
were to be read at three meetings—they were read at September 7 and September 21, 1893 meetings
and at the January 4, 1894 meeting.

At the October 5, 1893, meeting a committee was formed to charter the fire company. J. P. Mooney,
Silas Thwing and W. H. Morrisey were appointed to the committee. The charter cost $27.35. At the
October 19, 1893, meeting a member of the department, C. W. Clatworthy, was appointed to work with
a member of the city council to take an inventory of the property of the fire company and appraise its
value.

Articles of Organization had been filed with the Secretary of State, and on October 14", 1893, the
“Articles of Organization” for the “Edgerton Volunteer Fire Company” were signed. The capital stock was
$500, which consisted of 250 shares valued at $2.00 each. The incorporators were John P. Mooney, Silas
Thwing, G.W. Price and W. H. Morrissey. The Edgerton Reporter re-printed a copy of the “Articles of
Organization” in their centennial issue on June 22, 1983, shown below.
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Articles of Organization 2
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At the December 21, 1893, meeting of the fire company, a motion was made and carried to accept the
new charter and have it take effect at the first meeting in February.

The January 4, 1894, meeting appeared to function as normal, with election of officers as usual.
However, the January 18" meeting had a lot of discussion and motions for and against the new charter.

At one point there was even a motion to disband the company and turn the property over to the City,
but Mayor Heddles and City Attorney Towne advised them not to.
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A few days later on January 24, 1894, the Fire Department met with the City Council at City Hall. A
motion was made and carried “that the Edgerton Fire Co. be now organized and the constitution and
bylaws of the old Co. be adopted.” Twenty-nine new members were accepted, and new elections were
held for officers of the company which resulted in many positions being filled by men other than the
ones elected earlier in the month at the January 4, 1894 meeting. Fire department elections for “street
officers” (chief, foremen, hose company, hook and ladder) were held over until a meeting on February

1%, 1894. At that meeting, George W. Price was elected chief and the department voted to “furnish the
City papers with list of Officers as elected.”
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At that same meeting the City Council accepted the new fire company and disbanded the old company.

A new Ordinance, No. 36, was passed officially disbanding the old Edgerton Steam Engine Fire Co. No. 1,
and creating The Edgerton Volunteer Fire Department.
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‘ Oommon Couneil ings.
Epgrrroy, Wid, Jun. 24, 1 l

Qpecial meeting of the Common Coun-
cil ut the City Clerk's office pursuant to
dué notice by the mayoy. ‘

resent, Mayor Heddles; Sups. Coon
and Marsden; Ald. Ayers, McIntosh,
Vaughn, Hoon, and Clatworthy. Abgent,
Sup. McInnes and Ald. Tallard.
petitton was  presented by 23 eiti-
' zeds usking that they be organized as a
volunter tire department. Ou motion the
prtition wus gracted. |

Sup. Coon presented an ordinance dis-
bapding the Edgerton Steam irel En-
give Co. No. 1. Ordinance pussed. Ayes,
7; nays, none, !

On motion of Ald. McIntosh the| city
altorney was instracted to notify the
fpreésident, speretary and treasurer of kd-
gerton Steam Fire Engine Co. No, 1 not
to sign any orders or pay any moneys
until further notice. | ’

On moiion of Ald. Malutosh: the meet-
ing was zdjourned to the City Hall
Motion earried and the counecil €0 ad-
journed. }

Sup. Marsden moved that the rules and
by-laws of the Edgerton Steam Fire En-
gine Co. No. 1 be addpted for the new
company, . Carried. ﬂl
| . Ald. MeIntosh moved that Snp. Mars-
den, Ald. Ayers and the city attorney be
8 committee to revie and amend the
rules and by-laws of the fire department.
Cariied. :

‘On motion the council adjourned.

Hexgy J OHNSON,
City Clerk.
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Ordinance 36 was published In the January 26, 1894, issue of the Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter.

e |

Ordinance No. 36. f

ORGANIZING A FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The Common Oouncil of the Qity of Edgerton do
orddin as follows: '

Sec. 1. The Edgerton Steam Engine Fire (o,
No. 1 is hereby declared dissolyed and dis-
banded: ali, each, every and all organization or
‘body of individuals hitherto acting as a fire de-
partment of safd eity of Edgerton 'shall cease
to exIst and thelr seryvices as such o-guanization
are hereby dispensed with. ‘

SEC. 2.—In lieu thereof there is berebhy or
ganized The Edgerton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, to consist of not less than 25 or more
than 50 members Lo be elected, organized and
managed In accordance with such rules énd
regulitions as the Common Couneil may adopt
and shall from time to time be enacted by it In
relation to the organization, government ands
control thereof. =

Se¢ 3. The duty of such Edgerton Volunteer
Fire Depariment to be as follows:

To have control of and manage the fire en-
gine, hose and carts, hook and Iadders and
trucks and other paraphenialia owned by the
City of Edgerton, uged in extinguishing fires,
To ald in extingnishing fires: to act in sueh
meanner and perform such duties as the Com-
moix Council of the City of* Edgerton may di-
Trect, |

SEC. 4. This ordinance shall be and remains
in foree from and after its passage and publi-
cation, - : . .

Passed by the Commmon Council of the City
of Edgerton, Wis,, this 24th day of Jan. A. D.
1871, Atiest. W. S. HEDDLES,

HENRY JOHNSON, Mayor.
- City Clerk.
‘

A_.
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The Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter also noted there was an internal issue going on with the Fire
Department in the January 26, 1894, issue.

It is not known why the department had to re-organize but there are some possible reasons. Early in
1893 the state Legislature revamped the charter for general laws for city governments and perhaps
there was a need for the fire department to be officially incorporated. Possibly they needed to become
an official corporation in order to receive the “2% dues” tax which the State collected from all fire
insurance premiums and distributed to municipalities for their fire departments. There simply may have
been members that wanted a different organization structure for the fire department (note there was a
large turnover in membership at that time).

The original meeting minutes from the department document the activity that occurred during this time
period, but no specific reason is mentioned.

After the re-organization, there was still an issue of what to do with money in the old fire company’s
treasury. This was discussed at the City Council meetings on March 6, March 20, and April 10 of 1894. It
was decided to pay them for the value of the property that had been inventoried, and it was to be
divided equally among the members in good standing after any debts had been paid.
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Qommon Council Proceedings..

"EdezrrToN, Wie,, Mch. 6, 1804,
Council met in regulur session, Mayor
Heddles presiding.
Present —Sap’s. Coon, Marsden and
Melnunes, Ald's. Ayers, Hoen and Clat-
worthy.  Absent— -Ald's.  Melntosh,

Vaughn and Tatard.
Minutes of last meeting were réad and
approved, L

sap. Coon offered an ordinsnee liceps-
ing dogs, which on wotion was passed.
Aves 5, nay 1. Sup. Meclnnes votad no.

The committee appointed, to revise
and zmend rules and by-laws of the Fire
Deputiment, wade report which was
read and adopted.
| Ald Clatworthy moved that 200 of
| the January fire tax be placed with the
lamount in hands of Treasurer of old
| Fire Department snd the whole amonnt
‘divided equally aniong members of the
‘old company. On motion of Sap, Coon
jan amendment was offered, that the
‘amount' now in the hacds ef the Treas.
urer of the old Fire, Department be di-
vided among members of the ¥ire Dept.
in lieu of any claim agsinst she city for
|services or property held by them, Om
|vote amendwent allowed. Moiion ase
ramended carried.

On motion of Sup. Coon the City At-
!tomey was authorized to eoufer with
Mrs. Goss in regard to Ler claitn against
the City.

Petitions for sidewalks on Fuiton, Me-
chanics, Rollin, Broadway and Henry
streets and electric lights on Broadway
'and Chauser streets, were received and

referred to St, Committee.
Bills were allowed as follows:
T. Conk, T, TR s b |3 3
B, Springer. marshal ....... e R L S182
W, Morrissey city engineer. ... ........ 2.0

———— G

Common Oouncil Proceedings.
Ebpaertox, Wis., Mch. 20, 1894,

Council met in regular session, Mayor
Heddles presiding. Presept—Supervis-
iors Coon, Marsden and McInnes; Aids.
Ayers, Mclotosh, Vaughn and Hoen.
Absent—Alds. Clatworthy and 'Taliard.
Minutes of last meeting read and ap-
proved,

Street Commiltes wade report recom-
mending that sidewalks be built in block
20, coruer Mechanics and Fulton Streets
iand on Henry St. from Pollard’s to M.
fRoovey's. Sup. Marsden moved adop-
(tion of the report and the Street Couw-
missioner be instrueted to notify prop-
erty owners to construct the walke. The
molion wss carried.

Sup. Marsden moved that a 32 candie
power ineandescent street light be order-
ed placed at intersection of Broadway
and Chavser Streets and ope at bridge
on Chagser Street. Motion cafried.

A commmtinication was received from T.
E. Joyesa in referenee to overtaxation,
which was read aad ob motion referred
to city altorney. .

St. Com. Cook addressed the couneil
r-commending a elight change n the
grade on Swift St. On motion of Sup.
Coon the matter was roferred to the
Street Committee. = .

Attorney Metealf, in behal!f of mem-
bers of the old fire department, nddressed
the council in reference to division of
fonds b-longing to fire department. On
motion of Sup.Loon the matter wns re-
ferred toa committes composed of Ald
Melntosh, Sup. Mclunes, Ald, Hoeu to
report at pext mesting. . *

Jills were allowed as follows:

T. Cook, st WOV o asn g e sann $HAG
J. D. Hainesliate abheny (aeats sveismeeis 450
F. B Ash. stitionery .. ...cecoeee. .ovuan 35

R #l. Gile, election RS ... .. ... &
W Hakes, reppiring hook and ladder truck : 2.2

E. C #lo; kind, Insuranee .. ........ K, 00
C. L, Burnham, . * SR X E U
L. H. Toyne N o TN s ey mmiiis : S
Henry Johnsgu., - . ... ... .20 BID

Total,.. .| s e Bl I 48

On motion the council atﬁouﬁwd to
meet Monday evening April 24 .
HrNEY JORNSON,

City Clerk.
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Comthon Oouncil Proceedinugs.
Epaexrton, Wis, April 10, 1894,

nucil met pursasot to adjonrnment
of April 24, Meyor Heddies, jresiding.
Prodent, Sups, Coon snd Melnves; Ald
Ayes, Mcelntosh, Vaugbhn and Hoeo.
Abseut, Sups, Marsden; Akl Clutworthy
and Tallard.  Minutes of last meeting
rond and apyroved,

The fotlowing report was received and
on motion sdopted: '

Tothe May o and Common Counctl: :

Yonr conanlitee to whount was referved the
matter of veportlng the best moans of making
o seftisment with the old Fire Company, bey 10
make the following report;

We have oxamined the books of the treasur-
er and find that o considerable amount of the
money2 of ths fire company  have bsen ex-
pendeéd for purposes not necessary for the
maintainanee of the company. . From investi
ization we are led to bolleve that the old com
yany are only wanting what they consider the

roperty that they. have nccumulated to be
waorth, snd they will bo gatisfied with the pay.
metitan! sume, We would therefore recommend
that thsdCity Qoumndil recousider its former
propositidu  grantiog the company $165.13
(thatl -being the amount of cash in the ireasury
Qf the oudgompruy )y tand graut thein pay for
the properiy = 1A attechad mventory,
(amounting to ®100H) to be divided eguRily
among the members i geod standiog, after
myving the debts of the old company iand the
balunca now in the fire comproy treasury be
paid over -6 Lae city,

A, MOTNTONH,
ANTREW HOEN,
F, MCINNES,
ormmitten,
Ald. Mefotosh moved that the motion
mado Murel 6th, relaling Lo amonnt voi-
od to old fire department ba recousider-
ed.  Carrisdl, '
Ald. MeIntosh moved that the amount
of inventory ($235.15) be plaid Lhe old fire
departinent subjost 1o thd conditions of
tha report,  Ciarriad, ayes, B
| . =10 - il .  F l‘..(“."
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For nearly 100 years, the fire department operated on the basis of this new organization. In 1992 the
“Edgerton Fire Protection District” was created (which included the Towns of Albion, Fulton, Porter and
Sumner as well as the City of Edgerton), absorbing the equipment from the City of Edgerton, and the
volunteer firefighters and EMTs.

The legacy of the Edgerton Volunteer Fire Company lives on today as the “Edgerton Fire and Rescue
Association” in which current and former firefighters continue fundraising activities to help purchase
equipment for the Edgerton Fire Protection District.
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